Lesson: Configuring the Match Transform 


Use priorities and penalties to order records in data collections before you compare them. 
This helps to ensure that your best records are being used to drive the comparison process. 


To create break keys: 
1. In the Match Editor, add a Break Groups operation to the Groups Forming option group. 
2. Inthe Break key table, add a row. 
3. Select a field in the field column that you want to use as a break key. 
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. Select the Start position and length (number of characters) you want used in the break 
key. You can use negative numbers to signify that you want to start and the end of a given 
length of characters. 


5. Add more rows and fields as necessary. 


6. Order your rows by selecting a row and clicking the Move Up and Move Down buttons. 
Order the rows to make sure that the fields are used in the right order in the break key. 


7. Choose OK. 


Match Methods 

Matching methods use a similarity score to define how well two records match. A similarity 
score is a percentage that represents how closely two records resemble each other, based on 
your business rules. This score is calculated internally by the application when records are 
compared. Whether the application considers the records a match depends on the match and 
no match scores you define in your match criteria. 


If the similarity score is lower than or equal to the no match score, the two records definitely 
do not match. If the score is higher than the no match level, but not higher than the match 
score, the result of the comparison is inconclusive. If the score is higher than or equal to the 
match score, the two records are considered a match. 


The following is a simple example of how similarity scores are determined. The last names are 
compared for length and letter-by-letter comparison in each position to determine the 
similarity score. Here, only the first comparison is considered a match because it is the only 
comparison where the similarity score meets or exceeds the no match score. 


Table 34: Similarity Score Determination 


Comparison No-match Score | Match Score Similarity Score | Matching 
: 








The last names are compared for length and letter-by-letter comparison. 


There are three matching methods to consider when setting up your match criteria in the 
Match transform: 


e Rule-based matching 


e Weighted-scoring matching 
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